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Should not have interrupted my need- 
ful, and 1 hope ufeful Ob{crvations 
on the Subjsét of che War, and the 


 prefent Glorious Succeffes of our Armies 


abroad, bur on anextraordinary Account, 
and a particular, which I doube not may 
be as publickly ufeful in its Degree, as the 
other, both to warn the innocect from fall- 


ing, into the Dangers, which Avarice and 


; Sin and Shame together. 


uonatural Tempers may prepare for chem 4 
and a little to caution Perfons enclin’d to 
the fame Crimes, that they may avoid the 


_ I confefs, 1 am forry to fee, there arz fuch 
Crimes and {uch People to be found ina 


 Chriftian Country, where Juftice and Li- 


 berty are tenderly aourifh’d, ar? .arefully 


oteéted ; but : cannot but thiak ny (IF 
fomething oblig’d, to make a Faétattenc-d 
with fuch black and barbarous Circumfturi- 


ces, as publick as poffible, in order toex™ 
pofe the Crime ; as to the Perfons I am 
equally unconcern’d, and unknown to both 
Plaintiffs and Detendants; 1 fhall ingle no 
body out, and where the Faé& does it for 
me, I fhall be as far from a partial Con- 
cealment ; they that have put their Hands 
to Joill a Work, induftrioufly expofe them- 
felvyes, and it is not in my Power to conceal 
it. 

As to the Truth of the Faét, I have on- 
ly this to fay, it is plain and open; every 
thing has been attefted ina Court of Juftice 
already; I have AuthentickVouchers to every 
Article, and unqueftion’d Authority for the 
Fat, thefubftance fof which is contain’d 
in the following Letter; whofe Original and 
Authors cre ne. atham’d or afraid to be feen 
by any body that défire it. 

Mr. 


OU have all along profefs’d to be 

‘ impartial in your Cenfures of things 

, Vicious and {candalous 5 and, that without 

Refpett of Perfons you will {peak all Sorts 

t of needful Truths, to which you have fet 

¢ your Hand in the Introduction to your Vo- 
+ Jumes of the Review. 

‘We herewith fend you a true Hiftory 
‘of one of the moft villainous aod moft bar- 
* barous Aétions, that has ever been heard 
* of in a Proteftant Country ; and which we 
¢ doubt not will fill you with Deteftarion at 
‘ the Writing, and every honeft Chriftian 
‘ with like Abborrence at che Reading. 

¢ Icis aggravated with unufual Circum- 
$ flances, and we cannot without fome Her- 
rour let you know, that this black Scene 
has been aéted by 2n own Mother and 
two Sons, upon her own Daughter and 
their own Sifter; whole annacural Pro- 
ceedings we leave to your Cenfure, and 
come to the Fatt. 
© Acertain Citizen of good Charaéter and 
Repute, and a long Trader in London, 
dy’d about fix Years lince,————and be- 
ing poffe(s'd of a very good Eftate, after 
providing for his Widow and two Sons, 
about 2800J. in Money came to his 
youngeft Daughter, belides other de- 
mands yet undetermin’d. 

‘ This young Lady being of Age to 
take care of her felf, and particularly 
fenfible enovgh to difcern, that her Mo- 
ther and both her Brothers ufed her un- 
kindly ; and not at all backward to provide 
for her own Quiet, {von after her Fathers 
Death, took care to remove out of their 
Family 5 and that fhe might nor be at all 
at theic Mercy, took Care alfu co fecure 
her Eftate; which fhe had nofmail reafon 
to fufpeét, they at leaft grudg’d her the 
Enjoyment of, if they had no il) Defiga 
upon the thing ic felf. 

$ Thefe, you will readily agree, were but 
mean Difcoveries uf a Perfon not capa- 
* ble to govern her felf,— and which add 
* fomething tc che Defperation of che ful- 
* lowing Attempt. 
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© of this young Gentlewoman, 


+4 


* Having remov’d from her Mother, and 
' demanded and receiv’d Part of her Portion 
¢ of her Fathers Eftatefrom her eldeft Bros | 
* ther,}who was Executor; her next Care 7 
¢ was to fecure her Money,which fhe had cons 
¢ fiderably improv’d, fo a3 fhe might notonly _ 
* have ic fafe,but improving ; and tothis Erd | 
‘ fhe committed ic to the Care of aRelae 
“ tion tober by Marriage, and an cmines¢ 
« Tradefman ot this City; who having, ag 
¢ it may be fuppofed, no great occafion to 
* borrow, was not very willing to allow 
* Intereft for it,— but was atlaft perfwad- 
* ed to give a Note under his Mand for it. 
‘ payable at 12 Months ac 4 $ per Cent, 
* Jotereft. 

* The young Gentlewoman had fomeUn- 
‘ eafinef'e upon her, about her Money lying — 
‘ thus; and atcer fome tine movy’d her 
* Friend to give her a Bond for it, which he | 
* frequently put heroff trom, and delay’d, — 
* bucac laft, fhe appearing very muchdif- 
* fatisfied, told him very plaialy, the would 
* have a Bond for the Money, or take her 
* Money out of his Hands; at which, fhe 
* fays, bis Antwer was, very well, Mifs, 1D 
‘ fecure you for that, which fince has been 
* moft effectually perform’d, whether by 
* that Gentleman’s Concurrence or not, we 
‘do not determine ; We hope he has 

known betier.— Time will difcover thefe 
* things, as the Law takes its Courfe. 
; * It was not long after thefe things, wnen — 
. the following Method was taken with this 
: young Gentlewoman 3 whether to fecure — 
her Meney, and take care of her, ashad 

been promifed, the World may judge. 

* About 3 Months fince, the 


the two Brethers 


th ng Gi confulting 
« with a cerrain known Actorney ee | 
+ the Perfon, who had her Money, what — 
‘ Meafures to take with her; were advie 

t fed, aswe fuppofe, ro petition the Lord 

* Keeper for a Commiffion of Lunacy ae 

« gainft her; and chat ir might be the 
« becter obtain’d,chey joyn HE R OWN _ 
- MOTHER in the horrid Attempt. and | 
the figns the faid Peticion. a 
What — 
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What the Meaning of fuch a Petition 
* was, we need not inform you, nor how 
* by this Power, they would not only have 


_ Cher effectually in their own keeping, but 


* her Eftate alfo ; allowing her perhaps 10 
or 20}. per Ann. to be maintain’d asa 
Lunatick. 

* To bring this to pafs, great Rewards 
Were given, 45 we are inform’d, for A{h- 
fants from Bedlam, and trom a certain 
infamous Apothecary, but a pretended 
Duottor for Lunaticks, to get her prov’d 
a Lunatick, and manag’d as fuch. 

* The Actorney aforefaid being employ’d 
in this Matter, did, upon fundry falfe Ale 
legations, obtain a Commiffion of Lunacy 
againft her, himfelf being nam’d one of 
the Commiffioners, the Proceedings of 
which were as ftrange as the cther; for 
they got a Jury, who brought her in, or 
found her, as they caHis, a Lunasick, with- 
out ever fecing, €xamining, or queftion- 
ing, her, Viva Voce, which they ought co 
have done, and which fome of them may 
yet live to anfwer fors — and one of the 
Pretences made ule of to find Men fo 
blind, as this comes to, or to muke shem fo, 
was,— that they made {cme People, whe 
either did, or pretended to belong to her, 
to acquaint thefaid Jury, that fhe was fo 
raving Mad, they could by no means bring 
her to them.— How thy prevail’d upon 
the Jury to give their Verdiét, or make 
a Cooclufion without offering to gothem- 
* felves to fee her, if fhe could not be 
* brought co them, we Cannot accouut for. 
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¢ All this white the Gentlewoman was qui- 


5 et, and innocently thinking of any thing, - 


' rather than what was concriving for her 5 
© but liv’d privately retic’d and very frugal, 
‘ having fav’d near 6co/, in five Year, out 
* of che Income of her Elfate. 

© The Deiga being fully ripe, and com- 
* pleated by the rsth Verdict of the Jury 
* aforefaid, the reft of the Scene is all Vio 


‘ Jence and Fury , for chefe People having . 


« provided proper ‘nftruments, come up 
§ Stairs co cnis Geatlewoman iato her 
* Chamber, on fome frivolous Pretences, 
© thé Time unufuallylate, and on a Sutur- 


* day Night; they had toauuc them, pro- 
* vided ¢wo Women and one Man ;the Man, 
* as we are fince inform’d, a Door-Keeper 
“in Bedlam, and one of the Women, a 
* Nurfe in a Mad-houfe. 

* Thele coming into her Chamber, feize 
vpen her in a moft barbarous manner, 
hand-cuff her Hands behind her with 
Irens 5 bound her Legs together with 
Cords,and attempted to thrufta Handkei - 
chiefor Cloth iato her Mouth 3 and in this 
cruel manner carried her away by Force, 
puther into a Coach, and hu: ried her to 
one of our private Bed/ams,putting her into 
the Hacds of the aforefuid intamous A po- 
thecary; of whom the World will hear 
more hereafter. 

‘ In this Houfe, fhe continued about 6 
or 7 Weeks under the moft horrid Treat. 
ment that éver was heard of, by his 
exprefs Command, and often in his Pre. 
fence, and we want Words to exprefs it 
to you 5 but the farther Particulars are 
preparing for the World, and to which 
we refer you. 

* Ic may fufice to tell you for the pre- 
fent, they kept her bound Hand and Foot 
in her Bed, fuch a one asic was, and ty’d 
tothe Bed Poftfor feveral Days, reduc’d 
to ftrange Extremity, beat and pinch’d 
her by cruel and barbarous Wretches 
cafi'd Nurfes,and forc’d naufeous Draughts 
down her Throat, which they call'd Phy- 
fick; and which fhe, being apprehenfive 
they defign’d her Deftruétion, and might 
poyfon her, refus’d 5 but they forc’d her 
Mouth open with IroaInftruments, and 
pour’d into her, what they thought fic, 
wounding her very much with their Vio- 
lences and Inhumanities. 

* In this horrid Condition, and under 
this moft Villianous Tteatment, they 
kepr her about feven Weeks; no body, 
buc whom that Apothecary permitted, 
being fuffer’d to come near her. . 

¢ Buc at laft fome Neighbours, where fhe 
* had lodg’d, and who us’d to vifit her, 
* milling her at her lodging, and having 
« providentially gain’d fome Hints of her 
‘ Condition, were movd in meer Pity and 
* Compaffion to enquire into her Circum- 
* fcances », 
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~ ftances ; and having learn’d enough to fill 
chem with Abhorrence of the Matcer, in 
meer Charity, and without any Delign, 
but to redeem her out ot fuch a milerable 
Condition, they apply’d themfelves to us, 
who give you this Account; who being 
mov'd with the like Commiferation and 
Charity, immediately caufed a Peticion 
to be deliver’d to my Lord Keeper, for 
leave to vitic the poor Gentlewoman, and 
enquire into her Circumftances, Health, 
aud Under ftanding. 

¢ Upon this Enquiry made by proper Per- 
fons, and fuch as were no way aw d by the 
Threatnings of her Brothers, and their 
Accomplices, tho’ they were very free 
with their Language aod Inlults, tuey 
found the young Woman of a perfectly 
found Mind and Memory, herribly abus'd 
and deeply attlitted at her Mistortuue 5 
buc clear in her Judgment, compos’d in 
her Mind, and of good Underftanding. 

¢ Whereupon a Petition was immediately 
drawn in her Name'to my Lord Keeper, 
praying, that fhemight be brought betore 
his Lordfhip in order to be examin’d, 
whether fhe ought to be treated asa Lu- 
Natick, or no? 

* Upon this Petition, an Order was ob- 
_tain’d for her to attend, which fhe accord- 
ingly did, and in jbort, my Lord-Keeper 
was fo-full facisfied in ai) te Particulars 
afcrefaid,and of her being no Lunatick , 
that hisLordihip was pleas’d to exp: cis him 
felf with tre utmoft Deteftation and Abhoi- 
rence of fuch villainous ‘Proceedings, or- 
der’d the Commiffion‘of Lunacy cto be ime- 
diately fuperfeeded, and all Proceedings 
thereon to be diffolv’d and made void ; for 
itisto be obferv’d, that the Brothers and 
Mother of this young Woman had ob- 
tain’d with their Commiffion of Lunacy, 
an order to have the Guardianfhip of the 
Lunatick commltted to them, as alfo the 
Poffefion of her Eltate. 
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* We have given you this Account, | at 4 
* you may do juftice co che injuc’d Perfon; 
* and as we are ready co make good ever 
¢ Article of it upon any occation ; fo wea 
* fure you and all the World, that « full — 
‘ and particular Account hiftorically ftated — 
‘ of this whole Matter, is preparing for 
* your View, in which we hall endeavour — 
* to give them their Due, and in which all — 
* the Affidavits, Petitions, Orders, Plead- 
‘ ings and Detences fhall be at large fet — 
* down in Joftification of this which is but — 
* an Abridgment. | 
‘ In the mean time, we hope, you can- — 
* not refufe to let the World hive the Cog- 
* nizance of this Draught, which we are at 
* any time ready to juftifie and make out. 


, Your kumble Servants, 
1. and Pe 
Truly this is a fad Account, and I am 
forry to fee who are concern’d init; how- — 
ever as I have nothing to do with the Per- 
fons, I have chofen to leave out all Names 
on every fide, being very willing to Expofe — 
the Thigg, and {pare the People on all fuch 4 
occalions 5 I would advife the Perfons — 
concern’d, if poffible to make fuch Satisfaétion _ 
for this unhappy Affair, asto-prevent their 
farther Keproach. ‘ 
As for the Doétor, or pretended Curer 
of Madnefs ; I know no greater Grievance 
in the prefent diftribution of Civil Autho- — 
rity, than thar fuch People asthofe, arenot — 
brought under fome publick Regulation, — 
and as Ihave a Scheme for reducing them — 
from what they are, to what they ought to 
be, which £ purpofe to lay betore the e 
fuing Parlivment ; I refer them to contider, — 
whether they ought not to benave them. 
felves to, as that cic Juitice of the Nation, 
may be content to Reform their Pro. 
fefion, without Treating them as a 
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